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Mrs. Haiti Sketch. 173 

were embarking in the ferry-boat; and the Charon had mounted a 
vrhit^ rose as a bridal favonr. I thought there n'onld be no end to the 
people ; the boat was filled almost to sinking — then Tom Tow's large 
wherry was crammed ; and even poor Jack, as he afterwards said, 
"manned a boat," and pushed off with his live cargo. — Married — ^Letty 
Flaherty absolutely married — and in Twickenham church, too, (why 
were they not married at Petersham, I wonder?) to Mr. James. " My 
lady heard of it ; and his royal highness, who is the best master in the 
world, took it up," said my kind-hearted countryman to me, " and 
tuade them a handsome present, and they need'nt q^uarrel about the 
religion, if the fear of God is in 'em, each can go their own way — ^and 
sure ye'U come home with us ; and maybe t«ke share of the wedding 
dinner, sure ye have a nat'ral right to it.'' God bless ye. 

We declined the invitation — study character 1 — that was no time for 
it — ^they all looked happy ; and the family " would be busy for a fort- 
night, any how, settling the young people ; as the wedding came upon 
them of a suddent." Notwithstanding that, in the evening Katey and 
Ellen came to our cottage laden with fruits and flowers; and "their 
fether ' they said, would leave the fishing tackle ready, if the gentlemen 
liked fishing, and send better strawberries to-morrow; and after that 
week would be quite at our service," and a great many pretty civil 
things, worth a million of what are denominated " polite attentions," 
because they came warm from an honest and affectionate heart ; but I 
Was too much pleased in contemplating the lovely appearance of the 
youthfiil bride's maids, simpering amid white satin ribband and book 
iQuslin (the taste and fiishion of their dresses appertain to Mrs. Hed- 
worth,) to attend much to their long speeches. We returned to Lon- 
don ; but when the young couple are quite established, and the usual 
Occupations are resumed at the lodge, I hope to renew my acquaintance 
with those industrious and entertaining IRISH settlers. 



I^ndoo, July ISOa 



A. M. H. 



SONNET ON MY SISTER'S BIRTH-DAY. 

This is thy birth-day mom ; and yet to me 

Love's lingering, strict embrace hath been denied, 
And sweet thanksgiving tear, whose precious tide 

Oft shed a sister's benison o'er thee. 

Forests and mountains, and the raging sea. 
Betwixt us spread their giant barriers wide ; 
While on the conch of pain doth each abide. 

Busy, each heart, with grief and memory ! 

And yet, my sister, do I greet thee now 

With the strong fervour of a deep delight ; 

Winging my spirit to those worlds of %ht. 
Where " heart meets heart" in love's seraphic glow : 
M^y He, who doth the unattered prayer requite, 

Crown with diviuest benisons thy brow ! 

K. S. R. 



